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Image Processing Apparatus, Image Processing Method, and Recording Medium 
Technical Field 

The present invention relates to an image processing apparatus, an image 
processing method, and a medium. More particularly, the invention relates to an 
image processing apparatus, an image processing method and a recording medium, 
which can detect the posture of an object easily and reliably. 

Background Art 

A method is known in which an object (a surface thereof) is photographed and 
the image data acquired by the photographing is examined, thereby detecting the 
direction in which that specific surface (hereinafter called "object surface") is 
orientated. Various methods may be employed to examine the image data. One of the 
methods is template mapping method. In the template mapping method, the image of 
the object surface photographed is compared with the images of the object surface, 
i.e., so-called templates, which have been photographed and stored, thereby to detect 
the similarity the image photographed now has with respected to the templates. That 
is, the object surface photographed now is regarded as orientated in the very direction 
in which the template of the highest similarity is orientated. 



DESCRIPTION 
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In the template mapping method, however, the similarity detected changes, once 
the features (e.g., position, rotation and size) of the image photographed have changed, 
even if the orientation (e.g., angle) of the object surface remains almost the same. 
Consequently, the orientation (angle) finally detected of the object surface may differ 
from the actual value. In other words, the template mapping method has but low 
robustness to the changes in the features of the image photographed. 

A method is available, in which a search provided in the object surface is 
photographed by moving the photographing apparatus in parallel to the object surface 
and in a direction perpendicular thereto, and by performing zooming. The image data 
thus acquired is used, thereby detecting the similarity. Thus, the orientation (angle) 
of the object surface can be correctly detected even if the image photographed changes 
somewhat. In this method, however, the amount of data processed increases, and the 
calculation proportionally increases. The method is disadvantageous in that much time 
is required to detect the orientation of the object surface. There is another problem 
with the method. If any other part of the object surface, other than the search area, 
changes in its displayed state, the angle cannot be detected accurately. 

With the template mapping method it is difficult to distinguish one part of the 
object surface form another of the same color, particularly when the entire image of 
the object surface has a low luminance. That is, parts of the same colors cannot be 
distinguished in accordance with the luminance of one of the pixels that constitute the 
image. For example, images of brown hair and brown eye can hardly be distinguished 
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from each other. Since the image of the brown eye cannot be distinguished from that 
of the brown hair, it is impossible to detect the orientation of the face from the image 
of the eyes that are facial features more prominent than the hair. Further, the 
difference in pixel value between the image of the eye and the image of the skin 
differs, from person to person. For example, the difference is small for a person who 
has brown skin and brown eyes, whereas the difference is large for a person who has 
fair kin and brown eyes. The images of, for example, the eyes cannot be reliably 
extracted from the face images of all persons. Therefore, the template mapping 
method is disadvantageous for its low robustness to the changes in the features of the 
image photographed. 

Disclosure of the Invention 

The present invention has been made in view of the foregoing. An object of the 
invention is to provide an image processing apparatus, an image processing method 
and a recording medium, which can detect the posture of an object easily and reliably 
even if the features of the image photographed of the object change. 

An image processing apparatus according to the invention comprises: extracting 
means for extracting a feature region from a region of an object in image, in 
accordance with a luminance distribution of a plurality of pixels adjacent to a 
predetermined pixel; calculating means for calculating a gravity-center correlation 
value that shows the correlation between the gravity center of the feature region and 
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the gravity center of the image region of the object; and determining means for 
determining an orientation of the object from the gravity -center correlation value. 

Another image processing apparatus according to this invention comprises: 
extracting means for extracting a feature region from an image region of an object, 
in accordance with a luminance distribution of pixels adjacent to a predetermined 
pixel; classifying means for classifying each pixel included in the feature region into 
one of classes; distribution table generating means for generating an objective 
frequency distribution table which shows a frequency distribution of pixels in each 
class; and determining means for determining an orientation of the object in 
accordance with the objective frequency distribution table. 

An image processing apparatus according to the present invention comprises: 
determining means for determining an orientation of an object; extracting means for 
extracting a feature region from a region of an object in each image which corresponds 
to an orientation of the object, in accordance with a luminance distribution of a 
plurality of pixels adjacent to a predetermined pixel existing in each image; calculating 
means for calculating a gravity -center correlation value that shows the correlation 
between the gravity center of the feature region and the gravity center of the region of 
the object in each image; and generating means for generating relation information 
which shows the relation between the gravity-center correlation value and an 
orientation of the object. 

Another image processing apparatus according to the invention comprises: 
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determining means for determining an orientation of an object; extracting means for 
extracting a feature region from a image region of the object in each image which 
corresponds to an orientation of the object, in accordance with a luminance 
distribution of a plurality of pixels corresponding to an predetermined pixel existing 
in each image; classifying means for classifying each pixel existing in the feature 
region, into one of classes; distribution generating means for generating a reference 
frequency distribution table which is a frequency distribution of a number of pixels, 
which are classified in the classifying means, in each class; gravity-center calculating 
means for calculating a gravity center of an image region consisting of pixels in each 
class, which pixels are classified in the classifying means; object gravity -center 
calculating means for calculating a gravity center of the image region of the object; 
gravity-center correlation calculating means for calculating a gravity-center correlation 
value that shows correlation between the gravity center of the feature region and the 
gravity center of the region of the object in each class; and relation information 
calculating means for calculating relation information values in accordance with the 
gravity-center correlation information value of each class, the reference frequency 
distribution table and the orientation of the object. 

A further image processing apparatus according to the invention comprises: 
acquiring means for acquiring images of an orientation of an object, in association with 
information about an orientation of the object; extracting means for extracting a 
feature region from the image region of the object, for the orientation data, in 
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accordance with a luminance distribution of a plurality of pixels corresponding to a 
predetermined pixel ; classifying means for classifying each pixel existing in the feature 
region into one of classes; distribution table generating means for generating a 
frequency distribution table of a number of pixels, which pixels are classified in the 
classifying means, in each class; correlation generating means for generating a 
frequency-distribution correlation value that shows correlation between one 
distribution table called a reference histogram and at least one of the other distribution 
tables called objective histograms, which distribution tables are generated in the 
distribution generating means; and relation information generating means for 
generating relation information which shows relation between the frequency 
distribution correlation value and the orientation information. 

An image processing method according to the present invention comprises the 
step of: extracting a feature region from a region of an object in image, in accordance 
with a luminance distribution of a plurality of pixels adjacent to a predetermined pixel; 
calculating a gravity-center correlation value that shows the correlation between the 
gravity center of the feature region and the gravity center of the image region of the 
object; and determining an orientation of the object from the gravity -center correlation 
value. 

Another image processing method according to the invention comprises the 
steps of: extracting a feature region from an image region of an object, in accordance 
with a luminance distribution of pixels adjacent to a predetermined pixel; classifying 
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each pixel included in the feature region into one of classes; generating an objective 
frequency distribution table which shows a frequency distribution of pixels in each 
class; and determining an orientation of the object in accordance with the objective 
frequency distribution table. 

Still another image processing method according to this invention comprises 
the steps of: determining an orientation of an object; extracting a feature region from 
a region of an object in each image which corresponds to an orientation of the object, 
in accordance with a luminance distribution of a plurality of pixels adjacent to a 
predetermined pixel existing in each image; calculating a gravity-center correlation 
value that shows the correlation between the gravity center of the feature region and 
the gravity center of the region of the object in each image; and generating relation 
information which shows the relation between the gravity-center correlation value and 
an orientation of the object. 

An image processing method according to this invention comprises the steps 
of: determining an orientation of an object; extracting a feature region from a image 
region of the object in each image which corresponds to an orientation of the object, 
in accordance with a luminance distribution of a plurality of pixels corresponding to 
an predetermined pixel existing in each image; classifying each pixel existing in the 
feature region, into one of classes; generating a reference frequency distribution table 
which is a frequency distribution of a number of pixels, which are classified in the 
classifying step, in each class; calculating a gravity center of an image region 
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consisting of pixels in each class, which pixels are classified in the classifying step; 
calculating a gravity center of the image region of the object; calculating a 
gravity-center correlation value that shows correlation between the gravity center of 
the feature region and the gravity center of the region of the object in each class; and 
calculating relation information values in accordance with the gravity-center 
correlation information value of each class, the reference frequency distribution table 
and the orientation of the object. 

An image processing method according to the invention comprises the steps 
of: acquiring images of an orientation of an object, in association with information 
about an orientation of the object; extracting a feature region from the image region 
of the object, for the orientation data, in accordance with a luminance distribution of 
a plurality of pixels corresponding to a predetermined pixel; classifying each pixel 
existing in the feature region into one of classes; generating a frequency distribution 
table of a number of pixels, which pixels are classified in the classifying step, in each 
class; generating a frequency-distribution correlation value that shows correlation 
between one distribution table called a reference histogram and at least one of the 
other distribution tables called objective histograms, which distribution tables are 
generated in the distribution generating step; and generating relation information 
which shows relation between the frequency distribution correlation value and the 
orientation information. 

A recording medium according to the present invention records a computer- 
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controllable program, said computer-controllable program comprising the steps of: 
extracting a feature region from a region of an object in image, in accordance with a 
luminance distribution of a plurality of pixels adjacent to a predetermined pixel; 
calculating a gravity -center correlation value that shows the correlation between the 
gravity center of the feature region and the gravity center of the image region of the 
object; and determining an orientation of the object from the gravity-center correlation 
value. 

Another recording medium according to the invention records a 
computer-controllable program, said computer-controllable program comprising the 
steps of: extracting a feature region from an image region of an object, in accordance 
with a luminance distribution of pixels adjacent to a predetermined pixel; classifying 
each pixel included in the feature region into one of classes; generating an objective 
frequency distribution table which shows a frequency distribution of pixels in each 
class; and determining an orientation of the object in accordance with the objective 
frequency distribution table. 

A recording medium according to this invention records a 
computer-controllable program, said computer-controllable program comprising the 
steps of: determining an orientation of an object; extracting a feature region from a 
region of an object in each image which corresponds to an orientation of the object, 
in accordance with a luminance distribution of a plurality of pixels adjacent to a 
predetermined pixel existing in each image; calculating a gravity-center correlation 



10 

value that shows the correlation between the gravity center of the feature region and 
the gravity center of the region of the object in each image; and generating relation 
information which shows the relation between the gravity -center correlation value and 
an orientation of the object. 

A further recording medium according to the invention records a 
computer-controllable program, said computer-controllable program comprising the 
steps of: determining an orientation of an object; extracting a feature region from a 
image region of the object in each image which corresponds to an orientation of the 
object, in accordance with a luminance distribution of a plurality of pixels 
corresponding to an predetermined pixel existing in each image; classifying each pixel 
existing in the feature region, into one of classes; generating a reference frequency 
distribution table which is a frequency distribution of a number of pixels, which are 
classified in the classifying step, in each class; calculating a gravity center of an image 
region consisting of pixels in each class, which pixels are classified in the classifying 
step; calculating a gravity center of the image region of the object; calculating a 
gravity -center correlation value that shows correlation between the gravity center of 
the feature region and the gravity center of the region of the object in each class; and 
calculating relation information values in accordance with the gravity-center 
correlation information value of each class, the reference frequency distribution table 
and the orientation of the object. 

A recording medium according to the present invention records a 
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computer-controllable program, said computer-controllable program comprising the 
steps of: acquiring images of an orientation of an object, in association with 
information about an orientation of the object; extracting a feature region from the 
image region of the object, for the orientation data, in accordance with a luminance 
distribution of a plurality of pixels corresponding to a predetermined pixel; classifying 
each pixel existing in the feature region into one of classes; generating a frequency 
distribution table of a number of pixels, which pixels are classified in the classifying 
step, in each class; generating a frequency-distribution correlation value that shows 
correlation between one distribution table called a reference histogram and at least one 
of the other distribution tables called objective histograms, which distribution tables 
are generated in the distribution generating step; and generating relation information 
which shows relation between the frequency distribution correlation value and the 
orientation information. 

Brief Description of Drawings 

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a method of using an image processing apparatus 
according to the present invention; 

FIG. 2A, FIG. 2B, FIG. 2C and FIG. 2D show various positions the user's face 
may take; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the image processing apparatus; 

FIG. 4A, FIG. 4B and FIG. 4C are diagrams depicting three feature-region 
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images that correspond to the images shown in FIG. 2A, FIG. 2B and FIG. 2C, 
respectively; 

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating relation information items; 
FIG. 6 is a flowchart explaining the process of detecting angles in the first 
embodiments of this invention; 

FIG. 7 is a diagram explaining a DR tap; 

FIG. 8 is a graph showing difference D and the direction in which the face is 
orientated; 

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating another method of using the image processing 
apparatus; 

FIG. 10A and FIG. 10B are diagrams explaining how to generate relation 
information items; 

FIG. 1 1A and FIG. 1 IB are other diagrams that explain how to generate relation 
information items; 

FIG. 12A and FIG. 12B are still other diagrams that explain how to generate 
relation information items; 

FIG. 13 is a flowchart explaining the learning process that is performed to 
generate relation information items in the first embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 14 is a graph showing histogram T that is generated in the second 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 15 is a graph illustrating histogram R 2 ; 
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FIG. 16 is a graph showing histogram R 2 ; 
FIG. 17 is a graph illustrating histogram R 3 ; 

FIG. 18 is a flowchart explaining the process of detecting angles in the second 
embodiments of this invention; 

FIG. 19 is a flowchart explaining the process of allocating class numbers; 
FIG. 20 is a diagram that explains a class tap; 
FIG. 21 is a diagram that explains a class number; 

FIG. 22A, FIG. 22B and FIG. 22C are diagrams depicting three feature regions 
that correspond to the images shown in FIG. 2A, FIG. 2B and FIG. 2C, respectively; 

FIG. 23 is a graph representing correlation values W v W 2 , and W 3 ; 

FIG. 24 is a flowchart explaining the sequence of the learning process for 
generating relation information in the second embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 25 is a graph representing the relation information generated in the third 
embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 26 is a flowchart explaining the process of detecting angles in the third 
embodiments of the invention; 

FIG. 27A and FIG. 27B are graphs, each showing the degree of correlation 
between the difference D and the angle V; 

FIG. 28 is a flowchart explaining the learning process that is performed to 
generate relation information items in the second embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 29 is a flowchart explaining a method of determining a weight coefficient 
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by using the correlation method; 

FIG. 30 is a flowchart explaining a method of determining a weight coefficient; 

FIG. 31A, 31B and 31C are diagrams for explaining the recording medium 
according to the invention; and 

FIG. 32 is a diagram illustrating the structure of a computer. 

Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention 

The best modes for carrying out the present invention will be described in 
detail, with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

FIG. 1 shows a method of using the image processing apparatus 1 according 
to the present invention. The image processing apparatus 1 is arranged in front of the 
user (or above the user, in FIG. 1), thus opposite to the user. The apparatus 1 
photographs the face of the user, generating image data, and detects the orientation 
(angle) of the user's face from the image data. 

FIG. 2A shows the image of the user's face slightly turned to the left, or 
orientated in direction a (shown in FIG. 2D). FIG. 2B shows the image of the user's 
face facing straight the apparatus 1, or orientated in direction b (shown in FIG. 2D). 
FIG. 2C shows the image of the user's face a little turned to the right, or orientated in 
direction c (shown in FIG. 2D). 

FIG. 3 shows the image processing apparatus 1. The image processing 
apparatus 1 comprises an imaging section 11, a classifying section 12, an operation 
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section 13, and a storage section 14. The imaging section 11 comprises a video 
camera or the like and photographs the user's face, generating image data that 
represents such an image as is shown in FIG. 2. The imaged data (hereinafter called 
"pre-classification image data") is output from the imaging section 11 to the 
classifying section 12. 

The classifying section 12 classifies the image data generated by the imaging 
section 11, into feature regions (white parts) and non-feature regions (shaded parts) 
as is illustrated in FIG. 4. (Hereinafter, the pre-classification image data classified into 
the feature regions and the non-feature regions will be referred to as "feature-region 
classified image data".) The classifying section 12 supplies the feature-region 
classified image data to the operation section 13, along with the pre-classification 
image data output from the imaging section 11. 

The regions classified as feature regions are the facial parts, such as the profile, 
the eyes, the nose and the mouth. These facial parts greatly change in position and 
shape in a plane as is seen from FIG. 2 when the orientation of the face changes. On 
the other hand, the regions classified as non-feature regions are the background and 
some other facial parts, such as the head and the forehead. These facial parts little 
change in position or shape in a plane when the orientation of the face changes. 

FIG. 4A shows the image (hereinafter called "feature-region classified image") 
that is represented by the feature-region classified image data based on the 
pre-classification image data generated by photographing the user's face shown in FIG. 
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2A. FIG. 4B depicts the feature-region classified image that is represented by the 
feature-region classified image data based on the pre-classification image data 
generated by photographing the user's face shown in FIG. 2B. FIG. 4C shows the 
feature-region classified image that is represented by the feature-region classified 
image data based on the pre-classification image data generated by photographing the 
user's face shown in FIG. 2C. 

The operation section 13 determines the value X a for the gravity center P x of the 
face, located on the X axis (e.g., the number of pixels, counted from the left edge of 
the frame), from the pre-classification image data supplied from the classifying section 
12. The operation section 13 also determines the value X 2 for the gravity center P 2 of 
the feature regions (i.e., white parts in FIG. 4), located on the X-axis, from the 
feature-region classified image data supplied from the classifying section 12. Further, 
the operation section 13 finds the difference D between the values Xi and X 2 thus 
determined. The section 13 then detects the orientation (angle) of the user's face from 
the relation information shown in FIG. 5. The relation information has been acquired 
by performing a learning process and is stored in the storage section 14. The 
information will be described later in detail. 

The process of detecting the angle will be explained, with reference to the 
flowchart of FIG. 6. 

The imaging section 11 photographs the user's face, generating image data. 
When the image data is supplied to the classifying section 12, the angle-detecting 
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process starts. 

In Step SI, the classifying section 12 extracts a dynamic-range tap (called "DR 
tap" hereinafter) from the image data (i.e., one-frame image data) supplied from the 
imaging section 11. The DR tap is a region of, for example, 61 x 61 pixels as is 
illustrated in FIG. 7. In Step S2, the classifying section 12 extracts the pixel values 
from the DR tap it has extracted in Step SI. The section 12 then substitute the 
maximum pixel value and the minimum pixel value into the following equation, 
thereby calculating a dynamic range: 

Dynamic rang = maximum pixel value - minimum pixel value 

Next, in Step S3, the classifying section 12 determines whether the dynamic 
range calculated in Step S2 is greater than a threshold value A (e.g., 50) or not. If the 
dynamic range is greater than the threshold value, the process goes to Step S4. In Step 
S4, the section 12 classifies the pixels contained in the dynamic range, into feature 
regions (i.e., white parts shown in FIG. 4). If the dynamic range is smaller than the 
threshold value, the process goes to Step S5. In Step S5, the section 12 classifies the 
pixels contained in the dynamic range, into non-feature regions (i.e., shaded parts 
shown in FIG. 4). 

After the pixels are classified into feature regions in Step S4, and into 
non-feature regions in Step S5, the process goes to Step S6. In Step S6 the classifying 
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section 12 determined whether the pre-classification image data contains any part that 
has not been classified as a DR tap. In other words, the classifying section 12 
determines whether any data item has been classified as neither a feature-region nor 
a non-feature region. If the section 12 determines that the image data contains such 
a part, the process returns to Step SI. In this case, the classifying section 12 extracts 
a new DR tap and then performs the steps following Step SI. 

In Step S6, the section 12 may determine that the image data does not contain 
any part that has not been processed as predetermined pixels. That is, it may be 
determined that the pre-classification image data supplied from the imaging section 1 1 
has been classified into feature -regions and non-feature regions as is shown in FIG. 4. 
In this case, the process goes to Step S7. In Step S7, the classifying section 12 outputs 
the feature-region classified image data to the operation section 13, along with the 
pre-classification image data. 

In Step S8, the operation section 13 determines the gravity center P 2 of the 
feature regions represented by the feature-region classified image data supplied from 
the classifying section 12. The section 13 then finds the X-axis coordinate X 2 of the 
gravity center P 2 . More precisely, the section 13 detects value X 2a for the image of 
FIG. 4A, value X 2b for the image of FIG. 4B, and value X 2c for the image of FIG. 4C. 
Moreover, the operation section 13 determines the gravity center Pj of the non-feature 
regions represented by the feature-region classified image data supplied from the 
classifying section 12. The section 13 then finds the X-axis coordinate X x of the 
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gravity center To be more specific, the section 13 detects value X la for the image 
of FIG. 4A, value X lb for the image of FIG. 4B, and value X lc for the image of FIG. 
4C. 

Then, in Step S9, the operation section 13 calculates the difference D (e.g., in 
terms of number of pixels) between the values X x and X 2 of each set, in accordance 
with the following equation: 

Difference D = value X t - value X 2 ... (1) 

Thus, difference Da is obtained for the image of FIG. 4A, difference Db for 
the image of FIG. 4B, and difference Dc for the image of FIG. 4C. 

In Step S10, the operation section 13 refers to the relation information of FIG. 
5, which is stored in the storage section 14 and indicates the relation between angle V 
and difference D, thereby detecting the angle V that corresponds to the difference D. 
More specifically, the section 13 detects an angle Va corresponding to the difference 
Da for the image of FIG. 4A, an angle Vb corresponding to the difference Db for the 
image of FIG. 4B, and an angle Vc corresponding to the difference Dc for the image 
of FIG. 4C. In the case of the relation information illustrated in FIG. 5, if the angle V 
has a positive value, it means that the user's face is orientated by the angle to the left 
with respect to the imaging section 11. If the angle V has a negative value, it means 
that the user's face is orientated by the angle to the right. That is, the image of FIG. 
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4A is of the user's face turned to the left by the angle | Va | with respect to the imaging 
section 11. The image of FIG. 4B is of the user's face turned to the left by the angle 
| Vb | with respect to the front position. (For image of FIG. 4B, however, the angle Vb 
is almost 0°.) Therefore, the user's face opposes straight the imaging section 11.) The 
image of FIG. 4C is of the user's face turned to the right by the angle | Vc [ with respect 
to the front position. Thus, the images of FIGS. 4A, 4B and 4C are identical to the 
images shown in FIGS. 2A, 2B and 2C, respectively, in terms of the orientation of the 
user's face. 

Note that the relation information shown in FIG. 5 has been generated from the 
relation between the difference D and the orientation (angle) of the user's face, and 
that the difference D has derived from the image data representing the user's face 
turned to a specific direction. FIG. 8 shows the relation between the difference D and 
the angle of orientation of the user's face. The relation shown has been determined by 
photographing the user's face 45 times at regular intervals, as the face turns from a 
state orientated by about 60° to the right to a state orientated by about 40° to the left, 
with respect to the front position. The differences D (circles) and orientation angles 
(triangles) that have been obtained for the 45 image data items generated by 
photographing are plotted in FIG. 8. 

As seen from FIG. 8, the image-data point Q indicates the image data that 
represents the image of the user's face assuming almost front position (that is, the face 
is orientated by 0° with respect to the front position). The difference D for this image 
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data is almost 0. This is because the value X l for the gravity center P x of the image of 
the face is almost equal to the value X 2 for the gravity center P 2 of the feature regions. 

This is how the angle of orientation of the user's face is detected in the first 
embodiment of the present invention. 

The pixel values of the eyes (e.g., brown eyes) greatly change, because the 
sclera (white) and the skin (skin color) surround the eyes. The dynamic range of these 
pixel values is broad. That is to say, the images of the brown eyes are classified as 
feature-regions. By contrast, the pixel values of the brown hair do not change so 
much, and the dynamic range of these pixel values is narrow. Hence, the image of the 
hair is classified as a non-feature-region. In this manner, dynamic range of DR taps 
is calculated for the prescribed image region (i.e., 61 x 61 pixels). The image data is 
classified in accordance with the dynamic range thus calculated. Therefore, the brown 
eyes are classified as feature regions, whereas the brown hair is classified as a 
non-feature region, though the eyes and the hair are of the same color. This makes it 
possible to detect the orientation of the face based on the feature regions. 

The user may have brown skin and brown eyes. In this case, too, the brown 
eyes are classified as feature regions since the sclera (white) surrounds the either eye, 
just in the same way for a person who has brown eyes and fair skin. Thus, the eyes, 
the mouth and the like can be classified as feature regions, whichever skin color the 
user has, only if their dynamic range of luminance is detected. The orientation of the 
face can therefore be detected accurately. 
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The threshold value A is 50 as described above. Nonetheless, the threshold 
value A may be 40, 60, 70 or 80. If so, similar facial parts can be classified as feature 
regions and extracted as such, whichever luminance, high or low, the entire image of 
the face may have. 

As mentioned above, the operation section 13 does refer to the relation 
information of FIG. 5, detecting the angle V that corresponds to the difference D. 
Instead, the relation between the difference D and the angle V may be utilized to 
detect the orientation of the user's face. As mentioned above, the value X the gravity 
center has in the X-axis direction is applied, in order to detect the orientation of the 
face. Nevertheless, the value Y that the gravity center has in the Y-axis direction may 
be applied, thereby to detect the orientation of the face. Moreover, the image 
processing apparatus 1 described above may be used, not only to detect the orientation 
of the user's face, but also to detect the orientation or posture of any other thing (for 
example, a doll). 

The learning process of acquiring the relation information that is stored in the 
storage section 14 of the image processing apparatus 1 will now be explained. 

The relation information is generated from the data (angle) representing the 
orientation of the user and the data representing the image of the user. To acquire the 
relation information at high efficiency, a plurality of image processing apparatuses 
identical to the apparatus 1 are arranged, which have prescribed positional relations 
(angels) with respect to the user. 
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The learning process is effected to generate the relation information, as will be 
described with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 13. 

In the learning process for generating the relation information, a plurality of 
images corresponding to each angle V are acquired together with the angle A, in Step 
Sll. 

In the next step, i.e., Step S12, an image is selected to be processed. 

The image selected is processed in the following Steps S13 to S21, which are 
identical to Steps SI to S9 shown in the flowchart of FIG. 6. 

In Step S22, related information is generated, which represents the relation 
between the angle V and the correlation value (difference) D. 

In the next step, i.e., Step S23, it is determined whether a sufficient number of 
angles have been related with the correlation value D. If NO, the process returns to 
Step Sll, whereby Steps Sll to S22 are repeated. If YES, the learning process for 
generating the relation information is terminated. 

The relation information can be corrected by arranging a plurality of image 
processing apparatuses identical to the apparatus 1, which have predetermined 
positional relations (angels) with respect to the user. 

In the method illustrated in FIG. 9, three image processing apparatuses 1-1, 1-2 
and 1-3 are arranged. The image processing apparatus 1-2 opposes the user, taking a 
so-called "front position," as shown in FIG. 10 to 12. The image processing apparatus 
1-2 is located, taking a so-called "left 45° position" with respect to the user. The 
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image processing apparatus 1-3 is located, taking a so-called "right 45° position" with 
respect to the user. 

When the image processing apparatuses 1-1, 1-2 and 1-3 perform Steps SI to 
S9 while the user keeps assuming the front position (facing the apparatus 1-2) as 
shown in FIG. 10B, the apparatuses 1-1, 1-2 and 1-3 find difference Dl, difference 
D (= 0) and difference D2, respectively, as is illustrated in FIG. 10A. Further, the 
image processing apparatus 1-1 detects a point defined by the difference Dl and the 
angle V (= 45°). Similarly, the image processing apparatus 1-2 detects a point defined 
by the difference D (= 0) and the angle V (= 0°), and the image processing apparatus 
1-3 detects a point defined by the difference D2 and the angle V (= -45 °). Hereinafter, 
the point detected by the image processing apparatus 1 shall be referred to as "point 

: v 

: When the image processing apparatuses 1-1, 1-2 and 1-3 perform Steps SI to 

S9 while the user keeps assuming the left 45° position (facing the apparatus 1-1) as 
shown in FIG. 11B, the apparatuses 1-1, 1-2 and 1-3 find difference D (= 0), 
difference D n , and difference D 12 , respectively, as is illustrated in FIG. HA. In this 
case, the image processing apparatus 1-1 detects a point defined by the difference D 
(= 0) and the angle V (= 0°). Similarly, the image processing apparatus 1-2 detects a 
point defined by the difference Dll and the angle V (= -45°), and the image 
processing apparatus 1-3 detects a point defined by the difference D 12 and the angle 
V (= -90°). Hereinafter, the point detected by the image processing apparatus 1 shall 
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be referred to as "point P 2 ." 

When the image processing apparatuses 1-1,1-2 and 1-3 perform Steps SI to 
S9 while the user keeps assuming the right 45? position (facing the apparatus 1-3) as 
shown in FIG. 12B, the apparatuses 1-1, 1-2 and 1-3 find difference D 21 , difference 
D 21 , and difference D (= 0), respectively, as is illustrated in FIG. 12A. In this case, the 
image processing apparatus 1-1 detects a point defined by the difference D 21 and the 
angle V (= -90°). Similarly, the image processing apparatus 1-2 detects a point 
defined by the difference D 22 and the angle V (= 45°), and the image processing 
apparatus 1-3 detects a point defined by the difference D (= 0) and the angle V (= 0°). 
Hereinafter, the point detected by the image processing apparatus 1 shall be referred 
to as "point P 3 ." 

Once each image processing apparatus 1 detects points P 2 and P 3 , these 
points are subjected to linear approximation. The relation information is updated by 
the results of the linear approximation and is thereby corrected. 

In an image processing apparatus 1 according to the second embodiment of the 
invention, the classifying section 12, operation section 13 and storage section 14 may 
cooperate to carry out the following process. 

In the second embodiment, the classifying section 12 generates feature-region 
classified image data from the pre-classification image data supplied from the imaging 
section 11, in the same way as in the image processing apparatus 1. The classifying 
section 12 also performs class-number allocation, which will be described later, 
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thereby classifying feature regions into a plurality of classes (i.e., 16 classes, in this 
embodiment). Further, the classifying section 12 generates a histogram T from the 
classes of the feature regions. As shown in FIG. 14, the histogram T represents the 
number of regions (DR taps) of each of the sixteen classes (i.e., classes 0 to 15, in this 
case), or the frequency of each class. 

The storage section 14 stores reference histograms (three histograms R lt R 2 and 
R 3 in total). The histogram R 1 corresponds to image data representing the user's face 
turned to the right by 90° with respect to the front position. The histogram R 2 
corresponds to image data showing the user's face in the front position. The histogram 
R 3 corresponds to image data showing the user's face turned to the left by 90° with 
respect to the front position. FIG. 15 shows the histogram R x based on the image data 
representing the user's face turned to the right by 90° with respect to the front position. 
FIG. 16 depicts the histogram R 2 based on the image data showing the user's face in 
the front position. FIG. 17 shows the histogram R 3 based on the image data showing 
the user's face turned to the left by 90° with respect to the front position. 

The operation section 13 calculates the value of correlation between the 
histogram T supplied from the classifying section 12, on the one hand, and the 
reference histograms R l5 R 2 and R 3 stored in the storage section 14, on the other hand. 
The section 13 then detects the orientation (angle) of the user's face from the 
correlation value it has calculated. 

How the section 13 detects the angle in the second embodiment will be 
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explained, with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 18. 

When the classifying section 12 receives the image data from the imaging 
section 11, it performs, in Step S31, steps identical to Steps SI to S6 (FIG. 6) carried 
out in the first embodiment, thereby generating feature-region classified image data. 
In other words, the section 12 extracts feature regions having a broad dynamic range 
(i.e., parts representing the facial features of the user). 

In Step S32, the classifying section 12 extracts a DR tap from the feature 
regions of the feature-region classified imaged data generated in Step S21. In Step 
S33, the section 12 allocates a class number to the DR tap it has extracted. The 
flowchart of FIG. 19 illustrates the process of allocating the class number to the DR 
tap. 

That is, in Step S41, the classifying section 12 determines the dynamic range 
of the DR tap extracted in Step S22 of FIG. 18. In Step S42, the section 12 substitute 
the dynamic range in the following equation, thereby finding threshold value B. Note 
that the DR tap may be replaced by a DR tap obtained when the feature regions are 
extracted. 

Threshold value B = minimum value + dynamic range/K 

where K is a constant and the minimum value is the smallest pixel value contained 
in the DR tap that has been extracted in Step S22. 
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In Step S43, the classifying section 12 acquires the value of the pixel that is 
contained in the DR tap extracted in Step S32 and corresponds to the class tap 
illustrated in FIG. 20. More precisely, the section 12 detects four pixels 1 to 4 from 
the class tap shown in FIG. 20. The pixel 1 is located above the center pixel C of the 
DR tap, spaced apart therefrom by a 16-pixel distance. The pixel 2 exists on the right 
of the center pixel C, spaced apart therefrom by a 16-pixel distance. The pixel 3 lies 
below the center pixel C, spaced apart therefrom by a 16-pixel distance. The pixel 4 
exists on the left of the center pixel C, spaced apart therefrom by a 16-pixel distance. 
Further, the classifying section 12 obtains the values (luminance) of the pixels 1 to 4 
extracted in Step S32. 

In Step S44, the classifying section 12 determines a class number that will be 
allocated to the DR tap, from the values of pixels 1 to 4 which it has acquired in Step 
S43. As shown in FIG. 21, the class number is composed of four values for the pixels 
1 to 4, the first and second values for the pixels 1 and 4 being LSB and MSB, 
respectively. The value for a pixel is "1" if the pixel has luminance higher than the 
threshold value B calculated in Step S42, and is "0" if the pixel has luminance equal 
to or lower than the threshold value B. Namely, the value for any pixel is one-bit data 
that is either "0" or "1." The class number is, therefore, four-bit data that ranges from 
"0000" to "1111." Thus, sixteen data items, "0000" to "1111," are class numbers (0 
to 15). In this instance, the first to fourteenth class numbers are allocated to the DR 
tap. 
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That is, the classifying section 12 determines in Step S44 whether the pixel 
value (luminance) acquired in Step S43 is greater than the threshold value B or not. 
If the pixel value is greater than the value B, the section 12 set the value for the pixel 
at "1." Otherwise, the section 12 set the value for the pixel at "0." Finally, the section 
12 generates one of possible four-bit data items ("0000" to "1111"). The section 12 
determines a class number from the four-bit data item generated. In Step S45, the 
classifying section 12 allocates the class number determined in Step S44 to the DRtap. 

As mentioned above, the class number is allocated in accordance with the 
change (gradient) in the pixel values (luminance) of the class tap. Hence, the same 
class is allocated to class taps (DR taps) which have undergone the changes (gradients) 
in the pixel values (luminance). 

Once the class number is allocated to the DR tap, the process of allocating class 
number is terminated. The operation then goes to Step S34 shown in FIG. 18. 

In Step S34, the classifying section 12 determines whether the feature region 
has any part that has not been classified as a predetermined pixel. If YES, the process 
returns to Step S32, in which a new DR tap is extracted. In this case, Steps S33 and 
S34 will be repeated. 

In Step S34 it may be determined that the feature region has no part that has 
been classified as a predetermined pixel. That is, it may be determined hat a class 
number has been allocated to all pixels, which are to be extracted from the feature 
region and that the blocks forming the feature region have been classified. If this is 
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the case, the process goes to Step S35. FIG. 22A, FIG. 22B and FIG. 22C show three 
feature regions that have been thus classified. The three feature regions are 
represented by the feature-region classified image data items that are illustrated in 
FIG. 4A, FIG. 4B and FIG. 4C, respectively. As seen from FIGS. 22A, 22B and 22C, 
the region A (to which class number A is allocated), the region B (to which class 
number B is allocated), and the region C (to which class number C is allocated) change 
as the orientation of the user's face changes. FIG. 22 shows only three feature regions, 
for the sake of simplicity. Thus, the class, into which the pixels representing the same 
part of the face have been classified, changes as the user turns his or her face. 

In Step S35, the classifying section 12 generates such a histogram T as is shown 
in FIG. 14. The histogram T is supplied to the operation section 13. Illustrated in the 
histogram T are groups of DR taps, to which 14 class numbers (the first number 
"0000" to the fourteenth number "1111") are allocated. The histogram T represents 
the frequency, i.e., the number of DR taps to which one class number is allocated. 

In Step S36, the operation section 13 calculates a value for the correlation 
between the histogram T generated in Step S35 and the histograms R p R 2 and R 3 
stored in the storage section 14, in accordance with the following normalization 
equation. More specifically, the section 13 finds three correlation values W l5 W 2 and 
W 3 by using the following equation (2): 



^ ( JV. - means valueNj x - means valueT^ 
W= ' -(2) 
JYj {n. - means valueNj x ^ - means valueT^ 



In the equation (2), i (= 1, 2, 3, c 14) is a class number, T ; is the frequency of 
the ith class number of the histogram T generated in Step S35, and the mean value T 
has been obtained by dividing the number of pixels forming the feature region by the 
class number. Note that the mean value T is the average frequency of the histogram 
T is allocated. Also in the equation (2), N s is the frequency of the ith class number of 
the histogram R, and N is the average frequency of the histogram R. Note that the 
histogram R is stored in the storage section 14, and its correlation value with respect 
to the histogram T will be calculated. 

In Step S37, the operation section 13 detects the orientation (angle) of the user's 
face from the three correlation values W 1? W 2 and W 3 calculated in Step S36. For 
example, the section 13 compares the histogram T generated from the image data 
representing the user's face turned to a prescribed direction, with the correlation values 
W ls W 2 and W 3 of the histograms R x , R 2 and R 3 calculated in Step S36, as is illustrated 
in FIG. 23. The orientation (angle) of the user's face can be thereby detected. To 
compare the histogram T with the correlation values W l5 W 2 and W 3 , there is selected 
such an angle that a minimum value may be calculated by equation of 6 1 W; - W;' 
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|from the correlation value W; with respect to the histogram R; and the correlation 
value W;' obtained in Step S36. FIG. 23 shows the correlation values W l5 W 2 and W 3 
plotted for 45 image data items generated by photographing the user's face at regular 
intervals, as the face turns from a state orientated by about 90° to the right to a state 
orientated by about 90° to the left, with respect to the front position. 

The orientation (angle) of the user's face is thus detected. The histogram T 
generated remains unchanged, even if the position of the image of the face (i.e., the 
position or angle of the image in the frame) changes, or even if the angle of the image 
of the face changes (for example, if the image turns upside down), so long as the 
orientation of the user's face remains unchanged. That is, although the frequency of 
each region changes, the histogram T generated presents the same distribution of 
frequency, regardless of the size of the image photographed, if the orientation of the 
user's face remains unchanged. Thus, in this case, too, the correlation value calculated 
in accordance with the normalization equation remains unchanged, and so does the 
orientation (angle) of the user's face. In other words, the orientation can be easily 
detected, without examining a search area as in the template mapping method. 

In the present embodiment, the DR tap and the class tap have different patterns. 
Nonetheless, they may be of the same pattern in the present invention. 

It will be described how the learning process is performed, generating the 
relation information that is stored in the storage section 14. 

The relation information is generated from the orientation (angle) data showing 
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the orientation of the user's face and the image data representing the user's face. The 
orientation data and the image data can be efficiently acquired if a plurality of image 
processing apparatuses identical to the apparatus 1 are arranged, in predetermined 
positional relations (angels) with respect to the user. 

The relation information is generated by performing the learning process as will 
be explained below, with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 24. 

In the learning process for generating the relation information, a plurality of 
images corresponding to each angle A are acquired, along with the angle A, in Step 
S51. 

In the next step, i.e., Step S52, an image is selected to be processed. 

Steps S53 to S57, which are identical to Steps S31 to S35 shown in FIG. 18, are 
performed, thereby generating a histogram T. 

In Step S59, it is determined whether the histogram is complete for all images. 
If any image has not been processed, the process returns to Step S51 and Steps S51 to 
S58 will be carried out again. If the histogram is complete for all images, the process 
goes to the next step, i.e., Step S59. 

In Step S59, a correlation value W y is calculated, which represents the 
correlation between a histogram and a histogram Tj. The histogram R; pertains to 
an image of a representative angle, whereas the histogram Tj pertains to one image 
orientated by an angle. 

In Step S60, relation information representing the relation between the angle 
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V and the correlation value is generated for each histogram R;. 

In Step S61, it is determined whether relation information has been generated 
for each histogram R ; at all angles V. If NO, the process returns to Step S60, which 
is repeated. If YES, the learning process is terminated. 

Namely, the learning process is terminated after a weight coefficient Wj has 
been thus set. 

In an image processing apparatus 1 according to the third embodiment of the 
invention, the classifying section 12, operation section 13 and storage section 14 may 
cooperate to carry out the following process. 

In the third embodiment, the classifying section 12 generates feature-region 
classified image data from the pre-classification image data output from the 
photographing section 11, in the same way as in the image processing apparatus 
according to the first embodiment, [only three feature regions, for the sake of 
simplicity.] 

The classifying section 12 then performs class-number allocation on the 
feature-region classified image data, thereby classifying feature regions of the 
feature-region classified image data, into a plurality of classes. In this embodiment, 
the section 12 classifies the feature regions into 16 classes, i.e., the Oth class to the 
fifteenth class. However, FIG. 22 shows the feature-region classified image data, in 
which the feature region has been divided into only three feature regions A to C, for 
the sake of simplicity. 
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Further, the classifying section 12 generates a histogram T from the classes of 
the feature regions. Like the histogram shown in FIG. 14, the histogram T represents 
the frequency, or the number of regions (DR taps) of each of the sixteen classes (i.e., 
the Oth class to the fifteenth class, in this case). The classifying section 12 supplies 
the feature-region classified image data, histogram T and pre-classification image data 
to the operation section 13. 

The operation section 13 calculates the value of relation with respect to the 
orientation of the face, from the feature-region classified image data, histogram T and 
pre-classification image data supplied from the classifying section 12. The section 13 
also detects the orientation of the user's face (or the angle to the front position) from 
such relation information as is illustrated in FIG. 25. How the relation information has 
been generated will be described later. 

The process of detecting the angle is carried out in the third embodiment, as will 
be explained below with reference to the flow chart of FIG. 26. 

When the classifying section 12 receives the image data from the imaging 
section 11, it performs Steps S71 to S75 that are identical to Steps S31 to S35 (FIG. 
18) carried out in the second embodiment. The section 12 therefore generates a 
histogram T of the type illustrated in FIG. 14. Illustrated in the histogram T are groups 
of DR taps, to which 14 class numbers (the first number "0000" to the fourteenth 
number "1111") are allocated. The histogram T represents the number of DR taps 
(frequency) to which one class number is allocated. In this embodiment, the Oth 
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frequency and the fifteenth frequency are not used to calculate a correlation value in 
Step S77 that will be described later. 

In Step S76, the classifying section 12 supplies the pre-classification image 
data, the feature-region classified image data generated in Step S74 and the histogram 
T generated in Step S75, to the operation section 13. 

In Step S77, the operation section 12 calculates the value X x for the gravity 
center of the face image, which exists on the X-axis (see FIG. 2), and finds the angle 
V in accordance with the following equation (3): 

clas s nu mber 

angleV = ]T W x C x D ...(3) 

In the equation (3), value D; (i = 1, 2, 3, ... 15) is the difference between the 
value X 1 for the gravity center of the face image and the value X 2i for the gravity 
center of the region to which the ith class number is allocated. Q is the frequency that 
corresponds to the ith class number in the histogram T. W; is a weight coefficient 
preset for one class number. 

The weight coefficient W 4 will be described in more detail. The weight 
coefficient W; is a value that is determined from the correlation between difference 
D 2 , Q x Dj and angle V. The difference D 2 is the difference between the value X 2i of 
the region to which the class number has been allocated and the value X; of the image 
of the face. (Note that the angle V is the orientation of the face, which has been 
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acquired by performing the learning process that will be described later.) The weight 
coefficient has a great value (for example, 1) if the correlation is intense, and has a 
small value (for example, 0) if the correlation is weak. 

Consider the distribution of points, which is determined by difference D, 
frequency C, and angle V. D is the difference between the value X 2 and the value X v 
The value X 2 pertains to the gravity center of a region (e.g., region A shown in FIG. 
22) that changes as the orientation of the face changes. The value X 1 pertains to the 
gravity center of the face. The distribution of points, which is determined by 
(difference D x frequency C) and angle V, may be represented by a straight line as is 
illustrated in FIG. 27 A. In this case, the value (difference D x frequency C) and the 
angle V are correlated firmly, and the class that is allocated to the region has a large 
weight coefficient. On the other hand, if the distribution of points, which is 
determined by (difference D x frequency C) and angle V, diverges is illustrated in FIG. 
27B, the value (difference D x frequency C) and the angle V are correlated but a little. 
In this case, the class that is allocated to the region has a small weight coefficient. 

FIG. 27 A and FIG. 27B each show the distribution of points, which has been 
determined from difference D and an angle. Note that the difference D having been 
calculated from the image data acquired by photographing the user's face at regular 
intervals, as the face turns from a state orientated by about 60° to the right (i.e., +60° 
position) to a state orientated by about 60° to the left (i.e., -60° position), with respect 
to the front position. The angle is the orientation of the face, which has been acquired 
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by a learning process. 

Once the orientation (angle) of the user's face is detected, the process is 
terminated. 

As indicated above, the angle V is calculated in accordance with the equation 

(3) . Instead, the angle V may be calculated in accordance with the following equation 

(4) : 

class number i , , 

angleV= £ [ W n> W a> W ,3> W <4> W ,s> W ,6> W ,i) X l C , X D ,> lf ( C , x D t )' D ,' C ' 1/jD » 1/C -» 1 ) 

....(4) 

The DR tap and the class tap have different patterns in the third embodiment. 
Nevertheless, they may be of the same pattern in the present invention. 

As mentioned above, the value X that the gravity center has in the X-axis 
direction is applied, in order to detect the orientation of the face. Rather, the value Y 
that the gravity center has in the Y-axis direction may be applied, to detect the 
orientation of the face. 

As described already, the orientation of the face is detected from the positional 
relation between the gravity center of the face image and the gravity center of the 
region to which the class number is allocated. The orientation of the face can be 
therefore detected correctly, regardless of the position of the face. In addition, the 
angle of the face can be accurately detected. This is because the correlation value is 
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calculated by applying a large weight coefficient W to any region prominently related 
with the orientation of the face and a small weight coefficient W to any region weakly 
related with the orientation of the face. 

Moreover, the histogram T remains unchanged, even if the position of the image 
of the face changes (due to, for example, horizontal motion of the face) or if 
the image of the face is rotated (for example, if the image is turned upside down), 
provided that the orientation of the user's face remains unchanged. Thus, the 
orientation (angle) can be easily detected, without examining a search area as in the 
template mapping method. 

The relation information to be stored in the storage section 14 of the apparatus 
1 according to the third embodiment is generated by performing the learning process 
as will be explained below. 

The learning process for generating the relation information is effected based 
on the data representing the orientation (angle) of the user's face and the image data 
representing the user's face. To acquire the orientation data at high efficiency, a 
plurality of image processing apparatuses identical to the apparatus 1 are arranged, 
which have prescribed positional relations (angels) with respect to the user. 

The learning process is carried out to generate the relation information, as will 
be described with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 28. 

In the learning process for generating the relation information, a plurality of 
images corresponding to each angle A are acquired, along with the angle A, in Step 
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S81. 

In the next step, i.e., Step S82, an image is selected so that it may be processed. 
Steps S83 to S88, which are identical to Steps S71 to S76 shown in FIG. 26, are 
performed. 

In Step S89, it is determined whether the histogram is complete for all images. 
If any image has not been processed, the process returns to Step S81 and Steps S81 to 
S89 will be carried out again. If the histogram is complete for all images, the process 
goes to the next step, i.e., Step S90. 

In Step S90, each weight coefficient Wj is set to establish the following equation 

(5): 

clas s num ber 

angleV = ]T x C x £> ...(5) 

In the equation (5), D; is a value correlated with the gravity center of the image, 
Q is a frequency corresponding to the ith class number. In the learning process, the 
correct angle V and the correct feature amount (Q x D ; ) can be obtained at the same 
time. Hence, the correlation between the angle V and the feature amount (C, x D;) can 
be calculated. The correlation thus calculated is applied as a key signal, thereby 
determining the weight coefficient Wj from a preset correlation value and a table of 
weight coefficients. Alternatively, the weight coefficient Wj may be determined by 
least squares method. 
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In the correlation method, the weight coefficient W ; is determined in such a 
sequence as is illustrated in the flowchart of FIG. 29. 

First, the value of the correlation between the angle V and feature amount (Q 
x D ; ) of class I is calculated in Step SI 01. 

In Step S102, the correlation value calculated in Step S101 is evaluated. 

In Step S103, the weight coefficient W; is set in accordance with the table of 
correlation values and weight coefficients. 

In Step S104, it is determined whether the process has been performed for all 
classes. If there is any class not processed, the process returns to Step S101 and Steps 
S101 to S104 are repeated to set a weight coefficient W; for each class. 

The weight coefficient Wi may be determined by the least squares method, as 
will be explained with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 30. 

More precisely, the angle V and the feature amount (Q x Dj) are substituted into 
a normalization equation in Step Sill. 

In Step S112, it is determined whether Step Sill has been performed on all 
samples. If there is any sample that has not been processed, the process returns to 
Step Sill, and Steps Sill and S112 are repeated. If Step Sill has been effected on 
all samples, the process goes to Step SI 13. 

In Step S113, the normalization equation, now containing the angle V and the 
feature amount (Q x D^), is solved by means of, for example, the Kholesky 
decomposition method, thereby obtaining a weight coefficient. 
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Finally, the weight coefficient obtained in Step S113 is set in Step S114. 

In all embodiments described above, each feature region is extracted from a 
plurality of pixels. Nonetheless, each feature region may be extracted from one pixel. 
This holds true of the classification of feature regions. 

In each embodiment described above, the sequence of steps can be carried out 
by either hardware or software. In the case where software performs the sequence, the 
programs constituting the software are installed in the computer that is incorporated 
in the image processing apparatus 1 (hardware), or in the general-purpose computer 
that is connected to the image processing apparatus 1. 

The programs describing the sequence of steps may be recorded on a recording 
medium, which may be installed into a computer. Such a recording medium will be 
described with reference to FIG. 31, on the assumption that the computer is a 
general-purpose computer. 

The programs may be supplied to users in the form of the hard disc 102 or 
semiconductor memory 103 already provided in a computer 101, as is illustrated in 
FIG. 31A. 

Alternatively, the programs may be supplied in the form of a recording medium 
such as a floppy disc 111, a CD-ROM (Compact Disc-Read Only Memory) 112, an 
MO (Magneto-Optical) disc 113, a DVD (Digital Versatile Disc) 1 14, a magnetic disc 
115 or a semiconductor memory 1 16. The programs may be recorded in the recording 
medium, either temporarily or permanently. In other words, the programs may be 
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supplied in the form of package software. 

Moreover, the programs may be transmitted from the down-loading site 121to 
the computer 101 via a digital -broadcast satellite 122. Alternatively, they may be 
transmitted from the site 121 to the computer 101 through a network 131 such as a 
local-area network or the Internet. In the computer 101, the programs can be recorded 
on the hard disc 102. 

The term "recording medium" used in the present specification has a broad 
sense, meaning all of these recording media. 

The computer 101 incorporates, for example, a CPU (Central Processing Unit) 
142 as is illustrated in FIG. 32. A bus 141 connects the CPU 142 to an input/output 
interface 145. The CPU 142 receives instructions from the input section 147 of the 
user, such as a keyboard or a mouse, through the input/output interface 145. In 
accordance with the instructions, the CPU 142 executes the programs stored in the 
ROM (Read Only Memory) 143 that is equivalent to the semiconductor memory 103 
shown in FIG. 31A. Alternatively, the CPU 142 may read the programs installed in 
the hard disc 102, the programs transmitted from the satellite 122 or through the 
network 131, received by the communication section 148 and installed into the hard 
disc 102, the programs stored in the floppy disc 111, CD-ROM 112, MO disc 113, 
DVD 114 or magnetic disc 115, which is mounted in a disc drive 149, or the programs 
installed in the hard disc 102. The CPU 142 may then load the programs into a RAM 
(Random Access Memory) 144 and execute the programs. Further, the CPU 142 



44 

outputs, if necessary, the data it has processed, to a display section 146 such as an 
LCD (Liquid Crystal Display) through the input/output interface 145. 

The programs provided in the form of a recording medium may be descried in 
a prescribed time sequence or not in time sequence, that is, in parallel altogether, or 
independently of one another. 

The word "system" as used in the present specification means an apparatus that 
comprises a plurality of devices. 
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CLAIMS 

1. An image processing apparatus comprising: 

extracting means for extracting a feature region from a region of an object in 
image, in accordance with a luminance distribution of a plurality of pixels adjacent 
to a predetermined pixel; 

calculating means for calculating a gravity-center correlation value that shows 
the correlation between the gravity center of the feature region and the gravity center 
of the image region of the object; and 

determining means for determining an orientation of the object from the 
gravity-center correlation value. 

2. The image processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the extracting 
means includes: 

pixel extracting means for extracting a plurality of pixels for detecting a 
dynamic range from the image region, in accordance with the position of the pixel of 
I- the predetermined pixel existing in the image region of the object; 

dynamic range calculating means for calculating the dynamic range of the 
pixels; and 

feature region extracting means for extracting the predetermined pixel as a pixel 
existing in the feature region, when the dynamic range is greater than a predetermined 
value. 

3. The image processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the determining 
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means determines the orientation of the object, in accordance with the relation 
information that shows a relation between the gravity-center correlation value and the 
orientation of the object. 

4. The image processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the calculating 
means calculates the gravity-center correlation value in accordance with the difference 
between a position of the gravity center of the feature region and the position of the 
gravity center of the image region of the object. 

5. An image processing apparatus comprising: 

extracting means for extracting a feature region from an image region of an 
object, in accordance with a luminance distribution of pixels adjacent to a 
predetermined pixel; 

classifying means for classifying each pixel existing in the feature region into 
one of classes; 

distribution table generating means for generating an objective frequency 
distribution table which shows a frequency distribution of pixels in each class; and 

determining means for determining an orientation of the object in accordance 
with the objective frequency distribution table. 

6. The image processing apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the extracting 
means includes: 

pixel extracting means for extracting a plurality of pixels for detecting a 
dynamic range from the image region of the object, in accordance with the position 
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of the predetermined pixel existing in the image region of the object; 

dynamic range calculating means for calculating the dynamic range of the 
extracted pixels; and 

feature region extracting means for extracting the predetermined pixel existing 
in the feature region, when the dynamic range is greater than a predetermined value. 

7. The image processing apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the determining 
means includes: 

gravity-center calculating means for calculating the gravity center of a region 
of pixels which are classified by the classifying means, in each class; 

object gravity-center calculating means for calculating a gravity -center value of 
the image region of the object; 

gravity-center correlation calculating means for calculating a gravity-center 
correlation value in each class, which value shows correlation between the gravity 
center of the feature region and the image region of the object; and 

orientation determining means for determining an orientation of the object, in 
accordance with the gravity-center correlation value in each class and the objective 
frequency distribution table. 

8. The image processing apparatus according to claim 7, wherein the orientation 
determining means calculates the gravity-center correlation value and a frequency of 
the objective distribution table in each class and preset weight coefficients, and detects 
the orientation of the object by adding the results of calculating. 
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9. The image processing apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the operation is 
performed in accordance with the following equation: 

angle - eight coefficient) x (gravity - center correlation value), x (frequency) 

10. The image processing apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the operation is 
performed in accordance with the following equation: 

angleV= £ (^'^'^s'^'^s'^'^) X ( C , X D ,* l/ { C i x d \d ,C,\1 D ,\/ C.,^ 

where w^ is the weight coefficient for each class i (j is an integer), Q is the 
gravity-center correlation value, Di is the frequency. 

11. The image processing apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the determining 
means includes: 

storage means for storing a reference frequency distribution table which shows 
a frequency of pixels in the feature region on each class in a representative orientation; 

frequency-distribution correlation value generating means for generating a 
frequency distribution correlation value which shows a correlation between the 
objective frequency distribution table and the reference frequency distribution table; 
and 

. orientation determining means for determining an orientation of the object in 
accordance with the frequency distribution correlation value. 
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12. The image processing apparatus according to claim 11, wherein the orientation 
determining means includes: 

data storage means for storing orientation information which shows a relation 
between the orientation of the object and the frequency distribution correlation value; 
and 

correlation-utilized orientation-determining means for determining the 
orientation of the object in accordance with the frequency distribution correlation 
value, by referring to the orientation information. 

13. The image processing apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the 
determination means includes: 

storage means for storing a frequency distribution table which shows a 
frequency of pixels in the feature region in each class in each of a plurality of 
representative orientation; 

frequency-distribution correlation value generating means for generating 
frequency distribution correlation values which show the correlations between each 
objective frequency distribution table and the reference frequency distribution 
table; and 

orientation determining means for determining an orientation of the object in 
accordance with the frequency distribution correlation values. 

14. The image processing apparatus according to claim 13, wherein the orientation 
determining means includes: 
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data storage means for storing orientation information which shows relation 
between the orientation of the object and each of the frequency distribution correlation 
value of each representative orientation; and 

correlation-utilizing orientation-determining means for determining the 
orientation of the object in accordance with the frequency distribution correlation 
values, by referring to the orientation information for determining an orientation. 

15. The image processing apparatus according to claim 13, wherein the orientation 
determining means includes: 

data storage means for storing orientation information which shows relation 
between the orientations of the object and the frequency distribution correlation 
values; and 

correlation-utilizing orientation-determining means for determining the 
orientation of the object in accordance with the frequency distribution correlation 
values, by referring to the orientation information for determining an orientation. 

16. An image processing apparatus comprising: 

determining means for determining an orientation of an object; 

extracting means for extracting a feature region from a region of an object in 
each image which corresponds to an orientation of the object, in accordance with a 
luminance distribution of a plurality of pixels adjacent to a predetermined pixel 
existing in each image; 

calculating means for calculating a gravity-center correlation value that shows 
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the correlation between the gravity center of the feature region and the gravity center 
of the region of the object in each image; and 

generating means for generating relation information which shows the relation 
between the gravity-center correlation value and an orientation of the object. 

17. The image processing apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the extracting 
means includes: 

pixel extracting means for extracting a plurality of pixels for detecting a 
dynamic range from the image region, in accordance with the position of the pixel of 
the predetermined pixel existing in the image region of the object; 

dynamic range calculating means for calculating the dynamic range of the 
pixels; and 

feature region extracting means for extracting the predetermined pixel as a pixel 
existing in the feature region, when the dynamic range is greater than a predetermined 
value. 

18. The image processing apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the calculating 
means calculates the gravity-center correlation value in accordance with the difference 
between a position of the gravity center of the feature region and the position of the 
gravity center of the image region of the object. 

19. An image processing apparatus comprising: 

determining means for determining an orientation of an object; 

extracting means for extracting a feature region from a image region of the 
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object in each image which corresponds to an orientation of the object, in accordance 
with a luminance distribution of a plurality of pixels corresponding to an 
predetermined pixel existing in each image; 

classifying means for classifying each pixel existing in the feature region, into 
one of classes; 

distribution generating means for generating a reference frequency distribution 
table which is a frequency distribution of a number of pixels, which are classified in 
the classifying means, in each class; 

gravity-center calculating means for calculating a gravity center of an image 
region consisting of pixels, in each class, which pixels are classified in the classifying 
means; 

object gravity-center calculating means for calculating a gravity center of the 
image region of the object; 

gravity-center correlation calculating means for calculating a gravity-center 
correlation value that shows correlation between the gravity center of the feature 
region and the gravity center of the region of the object in each class; and 

relation information calculating means for calculating relation information 
values in accordance with the gravity-center correlation information value of each 
class, the reference frequency distribution table and the orientation of the object. 
20. The image processing apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the extracting 
means includes: 
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pixel extracting means for extracting a plurality of pixels for detecting a 
dynamic range from the image region, in accordance with the position of the pixel of 
the predetermined pixel existing in the image region of the object; 

dynamic range calculating means for calculating the dynamic range of the 
pixels; and 

feature region extracting means for extracting the predetermined pixel as a pixel 
existing in the feature region, when the dynamic range is greater than a predetermined 
value. 

21. The image processing apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the operation 
is performed in accordance with the following equation: 

angle - ^(weight coefficient) x [gravity - center correlation value), x [frequency) 

22. The image processing apparatus according to claim 19, wherein the operation 
is performed in accordance with the following equation: 

angleV = £ { W n' W a' W ^ W ^ W ^ W ,^ W n) X i C , X D i' l/ ( C , X ^D^CJ/ D,\f C,lj 

where w^ is the weight coefficient for each class i (j is an integer), Q is the 
gravity-center correlation value, D ; is the frequency. 

23. An image processing apparatus comprising: 

acquiring means for acquiring images of an orientation of an object, in 
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association with information about an orientation of the object; 

extracting means for extracting a feature region from the image region of the 
object, for the orientation data, in accordance with a luminance distribution of a 
plurality of pixels corresponding to a predetermined pixel; 

classifying means for classifying each pixel existing in the feature region into 
one of classes; 

distribution table generating means for generating a frequency distribution table 
of a number of pixels, which pixels are classified in the classifying means, in each 
class; 

correlation generating means for generating a frequency-distribution correlation 
value that shows correlation between one distribution table called a reference 
histogram and at least one of the other distribution tables called objective histograms, 
which distribution tables are generated in the distribution generating means; and 

relation information generating means for generating relation information which 
shows relation between the frequency distribution correlation value and the orientation 
information. 

24. The image processing apparatus according to claim 23, wherein the reference 
histogram is generated in accordance with the images corresponding to representative 
orientations of a plurality of orientations. 

25. An image processing method comprising the steps of: 

extracting a feature region from a region of an object in image, in accordance 
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with a luminance distribution of a plurality of pixels adjacent to a predetermined pixel; 

calculating a gravity-center correlation value that shows the correlation between 
the gravity center of the feature region and the gravity center of the image region of 
the object; and 

determining an orientation of the object from the gravity-center correlation 

value. 

26. The image processing method according to claim 25, wherein the extracting 
step includes: 

a pixel extracting step of extracting a plurality of pixels for detecting a dynamic 
range from the image region, in accordance with the position of the pixel of the 
predetermined pixel existing in the image region of the object; 

a dynamic range calculating step of calculating the dynamic range of the pixels; 

and 

a predetermined pixel extracting step of extracting the predetermined pixel as 
a pixel existing in the feature region, when the dynamic range is greater than a 
predetermined value. 

27. The image processing method according to claim 25, wherein the orientation 
of the object is determined in accordance with the relation information that shows a 
relation between the gravity-center correlation value and the orientation of the object. 

28. The image processing method according to claim 25, wherein the 
gravity-center correlation value is calculated in accordance with the difference 
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between a position of the gravity center of the feature region and the position of the 
gravity center of the image region of the object. 

29. An image processing method comprising the steps of: 

extracting a feature region from an image region of an object, in accordance 
with a luminance distribution of pixels adjacent to a predetermined pixel; 

classifying each pixel included in the feature region into one of classes; 

generating an objective frequency distribution table which shows a frequency 
distribution of pixels in each class; and 

determining an orientation of the object in accordance with the objective 
frequency distribution table. 

30. The image processing method according to claim 29, wherein the extracting 
step includes: 

a pixel extracting step of extracting a plurality of pixels for detecting a dynamic 
range from the image region of the object, in accordance with the position of the 
predetermined pixel existing in the image region of the object; 

a dynamic range calculating step of calculating the dynamic range of the 
extracted pixels; and 

a feature region extracting step for extracting the predetermined pixel in the 
feature region, when the dynamic range is greater than a predetermined value. 

31. The image processing method according to claim 29, wherein the determining 
step includes: 
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a gravity-center calculating step of calculating the gravity center of a region of 
pixels which are classified, in each class; 

an object-region gravity-center calculating step of calculating a gravity-center 
value of the image region of the object; 

a gravity-center correlation calculating step of calculating a gravity-center 
correlation value in each class, which value shows correlation between the gravity 
center of the feature region and the image region of the object; and 

an orientation determining step of determining an orientation of the object, in 
accordance with the gravity-center correlation value in each class and the objective 
frequency distribution table. 

32. The image processing method according to claim 30, wherein in the orientation 
determining step calculates the gravity-center correlation value and a frequency of the 
objective distribution table in each class are calculated, weight coefficients are preset, 
and the orientation of the object is detected by adding the results of calculating. 

33. The image processing method according to claim 32, wherein the operation is 
performed in accordance with the following equation: 

angle = J] {weight coefficient) x (gravity - center correlation value), x (frequency) 

34. The image processing method according to claim 32, wherein the operation is 
performed in accordance with the following equation: 
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class number i \ / I \ 

angleV= £ (^^^^^^^J* [C x DM\C, x D, j,D, ,C ,l/D,UC ,l) 

where w ;j is the weight coefficient for each class i 0 is an integer), Q is the 
gravity-center correlation value, D ; is the frequency. 

35. The image processing method according to claim 29, wherein the determining 
step includes: 

a frequency-distribution correlation value generating step of generating a 
frequency distribution correlation value which shows a correlation between the 
objective frequency distribution table and the reference frequency distribution table 
which shows a frequency of pixels in the feature region on each class in a 
representative orientation; and 

an orientation determining step of determining an orientation of the object in 
accordance with the frequency distribution correlation value. 

36. The image processing method according to claim 35, wherein the orientation 
determining step includes: 

a correlation-utilized orientation-determining step of determining the orientation 
of the object in accordance with the frequency distribution correlation value, by 
referring to the orientation information which shows a relation between the orientation 
of the object and the frequency distribution correlation value. 

37. The image processing method according to claim 29, wherein the determination 
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step includes: 

a frequency-distribution correlation value generating step of generating 
frequency distribution correlation values which show the correlations between each 
objective frequency distribution table and the reference frequency distribution table 
which shows a frequency of pixels in the feature region in each class in each of a 
plurality of representative orientation; and 

an orientation determining step of determining an orientation of the object in 
accordance with the frequency distribution correlation values. 

38. The image processing method according to claim 37, wherein the orientation 
determining step includes: 

a correlation-utilizing orientation-determining step of determining the 
orientation of the object in accordance with the frequency distribution correlation 
values, by referring to the orientation information which shows relation between the 
orientation of the object and each of the frequency distribution correlation value of 
each representative orientation for determining an orientation. 

39. The image processing method according to claim 37, wherein the orientation 
determining step includes: 

a correlation-utilizing orientation-determining step of determining the 
orientation of the object in accordance with the frequency distribution correlation 
values, by referring to the orientation information which shows relation between the 
orientations of the object and the frequency distribution correlation values for 
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determining an orientation. 

40. An image processing method comprising the steps of: 
determining an orientation of an object; 

extracting a feature region from a region of an object in each image which 
corresponds to an orientation of the object, in accordance with a luminance 
distribution of a plurality of pixels adjacent to a predetermined pixel existing in each 
image; 

calculating a gravity-center correlation value that shows the correlation between 
the gravity center of the feature region and the gravity center of the region of the 
object in each image; and 

generating relation information which shows the relation between the 
gravity-center correlation value and an orientation of the object. 

41. The image processing method according to claim 40, wherein the extracting 
step includes: 

a pixel extracting step of extracting a plurality of pixels for detecting a dynamic 
range from the image region, in accordance with the position of the pixel of the 
predetermined pixel existing in the image region of the object; 

a dynamic range calculating step of calculating the dynamic range of the pixels; 

and 

a feature region extracting step of extracting the predetermined pixel as a pixel 
existing in the feature region, when the dynamic range is greater than a predetermined 
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value. 

42. The image processing method according to claim 40, wherein in the calculating 
step, the gravity-center correlation value is calculated in accordance with the 
difference between a position of the gravity center of the feature region and the 
position of the gravity center of the image region of the object. 

43. An image processing method comprising the steps of: 
determining an orientation of an object; 

extracting a feature region from a image region of the object in each image 
which corresponds to an orientation of the object, in accordance with a luminance 
distribution of a plurality of pixels corresponding to an predetermined pixel existing 
in each image; 

classifying each pixel existing in the feature region, into one of classes; 

generating a reference frequency distribution table which is a frequency 
distribution of a number of pixels, which are classified in the classifying step, in each 
class; 

calculating a gravity center of an image region consisting of pixels in each class, 
which pixels are classified in the classifying step; 

calculating a gravity center of the image region of the object; 

calculating a gravity-center correlation value that shows correlation between 
the gravity center of the feature region and the gravity center of the region of the 
object in each class; and 
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calculating relation information values in accordance with the gravity-center 
correlation information value of each class, the reference frequency distribution table 
and the orientation of the object. 

44. The image processing method according to claim 43, wherein the extracting 
step includes: 

a pixel extracting step of extracting a plurality of pixels for detecting a dynamic 
range from the image region, in accordance with the position of the pixel of the 
predetermined pixel existing in the image region of the object; 

a dynamic range calculating step of calculating the dynamic range of the pixels; 

and 

a feature region extracting step of extracting the predetermined pixel as a pixel 
existing in the feature region, when the dynamic range is greater than a predetermined 
value. 

45. The image processing method according to claim 44, wherein the operation is 
performed in accordance with the following equation: 

clas s num ber 

angle = (weight coefficient) x (gravity- center correlation value) x (frequency) 

46. The image processing method according to claim 44, wherein the operation is 
performed in accordance with the following equation: 
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class number / \ / I \ \ 

angleV= £ y^,v W t2 - W ^ W ,^ W ^ W t6 ' W , 7 ) x l C ,- x D , > ll \ C i x D X D i ,C,\/DMC,Vj 

where w ; - is the weight coefficient for each class i (j is an integer), C ; is the 
gravity-center correlation value, D { is the frequency. 

47. An image processing method comprising the steps of: 

acquiring images of an orientation of an object, in association with information 
about an orientation of the object; 

extracting a feature region from the image region of the object, for the 
orientation data, in accordance with a luminance distribution of a plurality of pixels 
corresponding to a predetermined pixel; 

classifying each pixel existing in the feature region into one of classes; 

generating a frequency distribution table of a number of pixels, which pixels 
are classified in the classifying step, in each class; 

generating a frequency-distribution correlation value that shows correlation 
between one distribution table called a reference histogram and at least one of the 
other distribution tables called objective histograms, which distribution tables are 
generated in the distribution generating step; and 

generating relation information which shows relation between the frequency 
distribution correlation value and the orientation information. 

48. The image processing method according to claim 47, wherein the reference 
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histogram is generated in accordance with the images corresponding to representative 
orientations of a plurality of orientations. 

49. A recording medium for storing a computer-controllable program, said 
computer-controllable program comprising the steps of: 

extracting a feature region from a region of an object in image, in accordance 
with a luminance distribution of a plurality of pixels adjacent to a predetermined pixel; 

calculating a gravity -center correlation value that shows the correlation between 
the gravity center of the feature region and the gravity center of the image 
region of the object; and 

determining an orientation of the object from the gravity-center correlation 

value. 

50. The recording medium according to claim 49, which stores a 
computer-controllable program, wherein the extracting step includes: 

a pixel extracting step of extracting a plurality of pixels for detecting a dynamic 
range from the image region, in accordance with the position of the pixel of the 
predetermined pixel existing in the image region of the object; 

a dynamic range calculating step of calculating the dynamic range of the pixels; 

and 

a predetermined pixel extracting step of extracting the predetermined pixel as 
a pixel existing in the feature region, when the dynamic range is greater than a 
predetermined value. 
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51. The recording medium according to claim 49, which stores a 
computer-controllable program, wherein the gravity-center correlation value is 
calculated in accordance with the difference between a position of the gravity center 
of the feature region and the position of the gravity center of the image region of the 
object. 

52. The recording medium according to claim 49, which stores a 
computer-controllable program, wherein the gravity-center correlation value is 
calculated in accordance with the difference between a position of the gravity center 
of the feature region and the position of the gravity center of the image region of the 
object. 

53. A recording medium for storing a computer-controllable program, said 
computer-controllable program comprising the steps of: 

extracting a feature region from an image region of an object, in accordance 
with a luminance distribution of pixels adjacent to a predetermined pixel; 

classifying each pixel included in the feature region into one of classes; 

generating an objective frequency distribution table which shows a frequency 
distribution of pixels in each class; and 

determining an orientation of the object in accordance with the objective 
frequency distribution table. 

54. The recording medium according to claim 53, which stores a 
computer-controllable program, wherein the extracting step includes: 
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a pixel extracting step of extracting a plurality of pixels for detecting a dynamic 
range from the image region of the object, in accordance with the position of the 
predetermined pixel existing in the image region of the object; 

a dynamic range calculating step of calculating the dynamic range of the 
extracted pixels; and 

a feature region extracting step for extracting the predetermined pixel in the 
feature region, when the dynamic range is greater than a predetermined value. 

55. The recording medium according to claim 53, which stores a 
computer-controllable program, wherein the determining step includes: 

a gravity-center calculating step of calculating the gravity center of a region of 
pixels which are classified, in each class; 

an object-region gravity-center calculating step of calculating a gravity-center 
value of the image region of the object; 

a gravity-center correlation calculating step of calculating a gravity-center 
correlation value in each class, which value shows correlation between the gravity 
center of the feature region and the image region of the object; and 

an orientation determining step of determining an orientation of the object, in 
accordance with the gravity -center correlation value in each class and the objective 
frequency distribution table. 

56. The recording medium according to claim 55, which stores a 
computer-controllable program, wherein in the orientation determining step calculates 
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the gravity-center correlation value and a frequency of the objective distribution table 
in each class are calculated, weight coefficients are preset, and the orientation of the 
object is detected by adding the results of calculating. 

57. The recording medium according to claim 56, which stores a 
computer-controllable program, wherein the operation is performed in accordance 
with the following equation: 

angle = J] (weight coefficient) x (gravity - center correlation valu\ x (frequency^ 

58. The recording medium according to claim 56, which stores a 
computer-controllable program, wherein the operation is performed in accordance with 
the following equation: 

angleV= £ [ W n' W n' W ! 3' W ^ W ,s' W ,6' JV n) x ( C , * D r ll [ C , x ^),D,C.,l/D,l/C,lj 

where w^ is the weight coefficient for each class i (j is an integer), Q is the 
gravity-center correlation value, D ; is the frequency. 

59. The recording medium according to claim 56, which stores a 
computer-controllable program, wherein the determining step includes: 

a frequency-distribution correlation value generating step of generating a 
frequency distribution correlation value which shows a correlation between the 
objective frequency distribution table and the reference frequency distribution table 
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which shows a frequency of pixels in the feature region on each class in a 
representative orientation; and 

an orientation determining step of determining an orientation of the object in 
accordance with the frequency distribution correlation value. 

60. The recording medium according to claim 59, which stores a 
computer-controllable program, wherein the orientation determining step includes: 

a correlation-utilized orientation-determining step of determining the orientation 
of the object in accordance with the frequency distribution correlation value, by 
referring to the orientation information which shows a relation between the orientation 
of the object and the frequency distribution correlation value. 

61. The recording medium according to claim 53, which stores a 
computer-controllable program, wherein the determination step includes: 

a frequency-distribution correlation value generating step of generating 
frequency distribution correlation values which show the correlations between each 
objective frequency distribution table and the reference frequency distribution table 
which shows a frequency of pixels in the feature region in each class in each of a 
plurality of representative orientation; and 

an orientation determining step of determining an orientation of the object in 
accordance with the frequency distribution correlation values. 

62. The recording medium according to claim 61, which stores a 
computer-controllable program, wherein the orientation determining step includes: 
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a correlation-utilizing orientation-determining step of determining the 
orientation of the object in accordance with the frequency distribution correlation 
values, by referring to the orientation information which shows relation between the 
orientation of the object and each of the frequency distribution correlation value of 
each representative orientation for determining an orientation. 

63. The recording medium according to claim 61, which stores a 
computer-controllable program, wherein the orientation determining step includes: 

a correlation-utilizing orientation-determining step of determining the 
orientation of the object in accordance with the frequency distribution correlation 
values, by referring to the orientation information which shows relation between the 
orientations of the object and the frequency distribution correlation values for 
determining an orientation. 

64. A recording medium for storing a computer-controllable program, said 
computer-controllable program comprising the steps of: 

determining an orientation of an object; 

extracting a feature region from a region of an object in each image which 
corresponds to an orientation of the object, in accordance with a luminance 
distribution of a plurality of pixels adjacent to a predetermined pixel existing in each 
image; 

calculating a gravity-center correlation value that shows the correlation between 
the gravity center of the feature region and the gravity center of the region 
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of the object in each image; and 

generating relation information which shows the relation between the 
gravity-center correlation value and an orientation of the object. 
65. A recording medium for storing a computer-controllable program, said 
computer-controllable program comprising the steps of: 

determining an orientation of an object; 

extracting a feature region from a image region of the object in each image 
which corresponds to an orientation of the object, in accordance with a luminance 
distribution of a plurality of pixels corresponding to an predetermined pixel existing 
in each image; 

classifying each pixel existing in the feature region, into one of classes; 

generating a reference frequency distribution table which is a frequency 
distribution of a number of pixels, which are classified in the classifying step, in each 
class; 

calculating a gravity center of an image region consisting of pixels in each class, 
which pixels are classified in the classifying step; 

calculating a gravity center of the image region of the object; 

calculating a gravity -center correlation value that shows correlation between 
the gravity center of the feature region and the gravity center of the region of the 
object in each class; and 

calculating relation information values in accordance with the gravity-center 
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correlation information value of each class, the reference frequency distribution table 
and the orientation of the object. 

66. A recording medium for storing a computer-controllable program, said 
computer-controllable program comprising the steps of: 

acquiring images of an orientation of an object, in association with information 
about an orientation of the object; 

extracting a feature region from the image region of the object, for the 
orientation data, in accordance with a luminance distribution of a plurality of pixels 
corresponding to a predetermined pixel; 

classifying each pixel existing in the feature region into one of classes; 

generating a frequency distribution table of a number of pixels, which pixels 
are classified in the classifying step, in each class; 

generating a frequency-distribution correlation value that shows correlation 
between one distribution table called a reference histogram and at least one of the 
other distribution tables called objective histograms, which distribution tables are 
generated in the distribution generating step; and 

generating relation information which shows relation between the frequency 
distribution correlation value and the orientation information. 

67. The recording medium according to claim 66, which stores a 
computer-controllable program, wherein the reference histogram is generated in 
accordance with the images corresponding to representative orientations of a plurality 



of orientations. 
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ABSTRACT 

A feature region is extracted from the image region of an object, in accordance 
with the luminance distribution of pixels adjacent to a predetermined pixel that exists 
in the image region of the object (S31 to S34). A gravity -center correlation value is 
calculated, which shows the correlation between the gravity center of the feature 
region and the gravity center of the image region of the object (S35 and S36). The 
orientation of the object is determined from the gravity-center correlation value (S37). 
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